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The Townsend Building 
Spring Street, Chestertown 
c. 1840 

Soon after establishing his mercantile business on the first floor of 

the Masonic Hall, Thomas W. Eliason purchased parts of lots Nos. 42 and 48 

along with the "Club House Lot" across Club Lane (now Spring Avenue).i 

Eleven years earUer, James Mansfield had acquired the same, for which he 

paid $300 - not enough to have represented a substantial dwelUng at the 

time.2 The purchase price of $1510 pgdd by Eliason, however, probably 

reflects either a newly constructed or greatly improved building on the 

property at the time of that treinsaction. 

The house which Mr. Eliason purchased consisted of a three bay, two 

story frame section with an addition out the rear. The plem was typical of 

the period with central stairhall, two flanking rooms and a two story, two 

room wing in the back. There were most hkely entry and rear porches 

attached to the house in its original configuration. On both the 1860 map 

and in the 1877 Atlas, T. W. Eliason is Usted as owner. In the latter, the plan 

appears to be more of a T' plain than the 'L' which exists today. In the back 

yard there was a brick meat house with steeply pitched 'A' roof, which had a 

batten door with an overall wrought nail pattern. 

Sometime after the death of T. W. Eliason in 1893, the house was 

moved, remodeled and enlarged by its new owner. The enlargement details 

and especially the semi-octagonal dormer above the new projected entrance 

resemble closely the design of the dormer of the residence of Walter T. 

Pippin, a well known Chestertown designer/contractor. At one time the 

1. 
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house was the home of Dr. Benge Simmonds, a homeopathic doctor who 

photographically recorded Chestertown and its surrounding areas in the 

early 20th Century. 

The original brick meat house remains on the Eliason lot and is 

numbered K-74 in the survey of Kent County. 

1. Land Records, Lib. JNG 12, fol 436. 

2. Land Records, Lib. JNG 5, foL 512. 



K-351 Townsend Building c. 1780 

Chestertown 

private, 

Hidden beneath the assorted added wings, dormers and minor surface 

alterations of the present Townsend Building and turned 90 degrees to the south-

east t o further confuse the eye of the historican, is a handsome eighteenth century 

frame L wing dwelling, built about one hundred feet to the nortwest around 1780. 

I t s interest today i s lilmited t o those curious about the local history of the 

Spring Avenue block of Chestertown. I n the mid and l a t e nineteenth century, the 

building served as the residence o f one of the town's most prominent citizens, 

Thomas W. Eliason, Sr. 
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DESCRIPTION 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _ORIGrNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS FALTERED X3CM0VED DATE ? ? ? early j 1 9 0 0 

2LFAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Towndsend Building i s located near the corner of Snring Avnue and Park How 
across from 106 Spring Avenue on the southeast side of the s t r e e t , i n Ghestertown. 

Present ly a rnulti-vringed house which seems t o have begun as an or ig ina l L plan 
house, the To îmsend Building has been r ad i ca l l y al tered several times in addition 
t o having been moved about 7^-100,feet southisrest fnum i t s or ig inal posi t ion 
( i i rect ly across from 108 Spring Avenue, the Eliason House and turned 90 degrees 
to the south so tha t i t s or iginal"front elevation now faces t o the southxiest 
( r i g h t ) . A br ick outbuilding, perhaps associated with the o r ig ina l house (or 
i t s predecessor) remains on the old l o t , 

viewed from i t s o r ig ina l facade 
As i t stands today, / the building i s a 2|--story, 5 bay x 2bay l a t e eighteenth 
century frame house with a steep gabled roof,hipped on the southsrest end to 
accomodate the L i-7ing vhich extends t o the rear from tha t end. I%-*s-e»»©f»4ieRaiiy 
lesg-Ssp-iws-U-bays I t s L x-jing which now faces onto Spring Avenue i s fo^or bays 
long. 

The house s i t s on a low brick basement. The main entrance i s now in a projeciinfe 
bay, the second from the northeast gable end, of the ^ wing; the project ing bay 
becomes a 3-sided bay window on the second story and a 5-sided gabled dormer 
in the roof. The door i s g lass in i t s top half -[.jlth two l a t e r a l panels below. 
There are stained g lass s i d e l i g h t s / 

The f i r s t s tory of the or ig inal facade has been covered by a shed-roofed ad i t i on 
which runs along i t s e n t i r e width. The second story has five 6/1 windows vrithout 
louvered s h u t t e r s . There are matching gabled Paladian gabled dormers on the r oof. 

The win-^ow arrangement on the L wing s t r e e t facade i s as follows: one windows 
on each story of the extreme northeast bay ( l e f t ) , both 6/1 without shu t t e r s ; 
two p a i r s in the two southwest bays on each story, a l l 6/6, without shu t t e r s . 

There i s a box cornice vrith s l igh t re tu rns along the gable ends. The steep (60 deg.) 
roof i s covered with wood shingles . There i s a second dormer on the L Tri.ng 
roof, smaller than i t s partner associated with the entrance bay, with a hipped 
roof. I t has one large window made u-o of four square panes w'ose mullions 
mais-k «alea- mark out S t . -leorge's c rosses . There are no chimneys. 

In the nor theast gable end, there are two 6/1 windows on the f i r s t e^«sy and second 
s t o r i e s and two smaller 6 /1 a t t i c windows in the gable. 

The p r inc ipa l addition to the house appears to be a hipped roof wing wh-ch extends 
out and back from the r e a r of northeast gable end of the L wing, apparently to 
balance the o r ig ina l front section of the bui lding. At some l a t e r date the U-space 
leftbetvroen the or ig ina l section of the building and the added wing iv̂ as f i l l e d 
in by a low- pitched gable roofed sec t ion ; another with a f l a t roof has bean added so^^i 

The e n t i r e bui lding i s covered with pre-dipped, grooved wood sh ing les . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s p r e t t y nucb l i m i t e d t o i t s r o l e in t h e h i s t o r y 
of the El iason p r o p e r t y and fami ly . Presumably t h e o r i g i n a l form of t h i s house was 
a l a t e e igh teen th cen tu ry frame b u i l d i n g ^ bays vri.de wi th an L vjing squared t o i t s 
leifft gable end—the ;jhole b u i l d i n g covered vrith vrood c l apboard . I t i s assumed 
t h i s o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g was b u i l t fo r ' James Claypoole someti le soon a f t e r 1781 vjhen 
Claj'poole bought t h e ' p r o p e r t y from the Blakes f o r B§ 1.23 gold currenoj'-. The house 
vras bought by T'.omas VJ. E l i a son in l81i8 and was h i ^ r e s idence for the'*»»Bfe-ei 
Wie-iijP© major p o r t i o n of t h e r e s t of t h e c e n t u r y ; h i s son l i v e d across t h e s t r e e t 
a f t e r I876 i n IO8 Spring ^venue, t he El iason House, 

Fow and when i t p icked up i t s v a r i o u s wings and dormers and when i t was moved 
i s p r e s e n t l y imppss ib le t o de te rmine . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 

vri.de
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPAR?̂ TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

Begin on SE side Spring Ave. and runnings 
1. thence by and with lands of TW Eliason, S 46''oo min.E, 168.6' to an 
iron pipe. 
2. thence by and v//Eliason lands,343*̂ 38111111.*̂ ,30' to an iron pipe. 
3. thence by and w/lands of Pippin Hotel lot (Ida Loller) the foailowing> 

y^BSAL.BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION c 

a. N48J^7min.W, 42.8' to an iron pipe. b.S43 29niinW,72.8' to an iron pipe. 
c. N4904minW,46.5' to an iron pipe in line of lands of TV/ Eliason. 
4. thence by and w/said Eliason lands: a.N 45J^minE,6.0' to a point, 
b.N 44J3 minW, 78' to a point on SE side Spring Ave. 

5. thence by and w/Spring» a. N 39"26 minE, 28' to a point. 
b. N 44''15 min.E, 70.1' to an iron pipe and point of beginning 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Neill, Historic Site Surveyor July 1976 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Md. Historical Trust/City of Chestertown 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE ' 

#s 10 and 11 by K.B.vVhite 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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